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Jorge Hea
Jorge was sixteen years old
1953 and he had met the young vs{omon
he hoped would agree to be his wlfe. On 21

he was trying to work up

September of that year 4 vy 108
the courage to ask her to marry him. AS e
his way to propose to her, he passed hls local
church and decided to drop in for a visit. .

On entering the church, Jorge noticed 9 priest
he had never seen before. He asked the priest
to hear his confession. It was to be the moment
that would change Jorge's life forever. As he
spoke to the priest, Jorge began to realise Fhat
his heart was filled with love not just for this
wormnan but also for God. Through talking with

the priest, he realised that he wanted to give alt
of himself and all of his love to the Church. Many

years Later, Jorge said that in that moment, ‘T
realised God was waiting for me’.

At first Jorge hid the fact that he wanted to
become a priest, and instead he told his mother
that he wanted to be a doctor. His mother was

delighted, and she set about changing their attic
into a study, so that Jorge would have a quiet
place in which to work. Instead of dancing the
tango or playing football, which were two of his
favourite hobbies, Jorge gave his time to long
hours of reading. But he wasn’t reading about
medicine! He was reading about God.

His mother was shocked when she went to
tidy the attic one day and found no medical
textbooks. She was upset by this and asked Jorge
what was going on. He answered, ‘I am studying
medicine, but medicine of the soul ’
<ru§y E:itnme J.orge went to the seminary to
But ry‘e bee apriest, he was certain of his choice.
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to pray, the girl appeared in my mind.” 5o,
Jorge had to decide between trying to form
4 relationship with the young woman and
continuing his journey to the priesthood.
Jorge finally made his choice. Even though
it wasn't the easiest choice, he knew it was the
right choice for him, and the one to which God
was calling him. Jorge was ordained, which is
the word we use when a man becomes a priest,
on 13 December 1969, just four days before he
turned thirty-three.
Jorge went on to be a leader in the Church
in Argentina, where he lived. He later became a
bishop, then an archbishop and then a cardinal.
As a cardinal, he was one of the men who had
the great responsibility of electing a new pope
when Pope John Paul II died in 2005 and again
when Pope Benedict XVI retired in 2013. Much
to Jorge's surprise, his fellow cardinals decided
that he should be the one to lead the Church
‘;Vgle; Zzzzt?en.edict retired. So, on 13 March
e JorgegB; rlenq but instead to become
was sev’enty—six rgoglio became the Pope. He
years old when he took on this

special job. He chose th
i e name Francis, an i
now known as Pope Francis. i
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